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TO COUNTY ASSESSORS:

SANTA CLARA COUNTY
ASSESSMENT PRACTICES SURVEY

A copy of the Santa Clara County Assessment Practices Survey Report is enclosed for your
information. The Board of Equalization (Board) completed this survey in fulfillment of the
provisions of sections 15640-15646 of the Government Code. These code sections provide that
the Board shall make surveys in each county and city and county to determine that the practices
and procedures used by the county assessor in the valuation of properties are in conformity with
all provisions of law.

The Honorable Lawrence E. Stone, Santa Clara County Assessor, was provided a draft of this
report and given an opportunity to file a written response to the findings and recommendations
contained therein. The report, including the assessor's response, constitutes the final survey
report, which is distributed to the Governor, the Attorney General, and the State Legislature; and
to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, Grand Jury, and Assessment Appeals Board.

Fieldwork for this survey was performed by the Board's County-Assessed Properties Division
from September 2006 through February 2007. The report does not reflect changes implemented
by the assessor after the fieldwork was completed.

Mr. Stone and his staff gave their complete cooperation during the survey. We gratefully
acknowledge their patience and courtesy during the interruption of their normal work routine.

These survey reports give government officials in California charged with property tax
administration the opportunity to exchange ideas for the mutual benefit of all participants and
stakeholders. We encourage you to share with us your questions, comments, and suggestions for

improvement.

Sincerely,

/s/ David J. Gau

David J. Gau

Deputy Director

Property and Special Taxes Department
DJG:ps

Enclosure


www.boe.ca.gov
https://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/pdf/43apsr.pdf

	 SANTA CLARA COUNTY
	Introduction
	Scope of Assessment Practices Surveys
	Executive Summary
	Results of 2003 Survey
	Appraiser Certification
	Disaster Relief
	Low-Value Property Tax Exemption
	Assessment Forms
	Assessment Roll Changes
	Change in Ownership
	New Construction
	California Land Conservation Act (CLCA) Properties
	Taxable Government-Owned Properties
	Taxable Possessory Interests
	Leasehold Improvements
	Leased Equipment
	Business Property Statement Processing Program
	Business Equipment Valuation
	Vessels
	Manufactured Homes
	Animals
	Racehorse Administrative Tax

	Overview of Santa Clara County
	Administration
	Budget and Staffing
	Staffing
	Staff Property Procedures
	Assessor's Organization Chart

	State-County Property Tax Administration Program
	Appraiser Certification
	Assessment Appeals
	Disaster Relief
	Assessment Roll Changes
	Low-Value Property Tax Exemption
	Exemptions
	Church and Religious Exemptions
	Welfare Exemption

	Racehorse Administrative Tax
	Assessment Forms

	Assessment of Real Property
	Change in Ownership
	Document Processing
	Section 408.1 Transfer Lists
	Section 69.5 Base Year Value Transfers
	Section 63.1 Parent / Child Exclusions
	Legal Entity Ownership Program (LEOP)

	New Construction
	Discovery
	Valuation

	Declines in Value
	Supplemental Assessments
	California Land Conservation Act Properties
	Taxable Government-Owned Properties
	Timberland Production Zone Properties
	Taxable Possessory Interests
	Historical Properties
	Leasehold Improvements
	Discovery
	Valuation

	Water Company Properties
	Municipal Water Systems
	Private Water Companies Regulated by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
	Private Water Systems Not Regulated by the CPUC
	Mutual Water Companies

	Pipeline Rights-of-Way

	Assessment of Personal Property and Fixtures
	Audits
	Mandatory Audits
	Statute of Limitations
	Audit Quality

	Business Property Statement Processing
	Workload
	Discovery
	Direct Billing
	Filing Procedures

	Business Equipment Valuation
	Commercial, Industrial, and Agricultural Equipment

	Leased Equipment
	Manufactured Homes
	Aircraft
	General Aircraft
	Certificated Aircraft
	Historical Aircraft

	Vessels
	Animals

	Appendixes
	A. County Assessed Properties Division Survey Group
	Santa Clara County

	B. Assessment Sampling Program
	 
	C. Relevant Statutes and Regulations
	Government Code
	 Revenue and Taxation Code
	Title 18, California Code of Regulations


	 
	Assessor's Response to Board's Findings



