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Hr. £. t. ~iilliam.s 
San .uiego Cou.."lty 1\!3sessor 
1600 Pacific Eig~~wy 
san. Di~so, c,;~ 92101 

Dear ·c:iuck: 

'l'hia is in response to ycur Januar~t 9, 1980, le-:ter 
in wnicn you a.s.i(. if ~e caurcll cafeteria is entitled tc t!1:=.; 
cburc~ eXQ.l~ption. 

The cafeteria property ~~Y ~e considered exclusively 
-c,sed for the e:i.etipt chu:-ch 9urp'.lse so long as the nonconfor.-.d.....,g 
use is concl~ceu to be iz:.cldcntal and reasonably necessary for 
tr.a exe~?t use. In Clis ca~e, it a9pea.rs t!~~ property is a 
church building used to house chorea goers asse::rJ:,:.ed from at 
least ten ot:1.er church.es. Ap?arently tile fa-:ilities provide 
acccl:'l!:lo<lations for ·.1cr~r.ip not nffc:r~ed in: any of tb.e single 
cilurcha:;; •. It is, therefore, r~aso.o.ably n-ec3ssary to provide a. 
large :facility tc .acc,.,i:.?'5odate tJ,e large crc:1d t..11an would 
asse:::wle a~ t.:ie resJectivo cnurches~ .i\.nu $in~ it appears th~ 
meeti..1g:::. last for t~,o d.::iys, t;:.e.:1 it is r.easonably necessary ·to 
provide eating accotrJO~ations. T"ne fact t.~ac ~~1arges are c.aee 
for the .food does :r:.ot ·violate the li!J..its of tha exem-ot use. 
Chargi.ng for food is parmi!lsible so long as the propart.y is 
exclusivclly used for the exempt p1.ir:pose an~ a.~y inco!113 generatgd 
was not tlla result of iote...1tiona.l profit ~.a.king, nor was t..~a u~s 
co.cc.llrci.al in nat~e. (Christ t!'ie G:>r-A Sheohierd Lut..~eran Churc.11 
V. !Ia t.'1..5.e se;.1, 81 Cal. ;;.pp. Jd 3 5 5 • ) -

We su;gG.st ycu e~.u.na the need for. 7. 36 ac:-es for t-_;.c 
religious u;:;e. If .l.t ap2';!arS tbsre is la.-id 1n excess of rc~a:i~le 
ueed, !:.!'!CU. t'.i1e ex-::!mpti"1n £or ci"!e land should !..--.e lir.dtcd. 1:·oa 
could con::iider t::.c size of t!le site as co .. nart;cl to the smallest 
pa.reel of pract.ic.:?.l \!Se -.;::;,nsida=ing zo:o.Lig· rcquiromo:i,:.s, pa.r:~inq 
requirc.:.:ll.!!lts, i:>"J.ffi::.:- ::on~3, etc. You r.!a~, find t!"l.at a.'1.y vacant. 
a:1d ;J.,,uaa,i portioi:. could not b~ sl":own, as a :,racticnl mat:ert to 
be usable separq.te fro.-:i t...'-::a c~1.urch usa, and in that event, cau1...: 
be considereci .,;a.!l •~.:<clusivoly used• witlli."l t!la ocaning of the 
ex~cptiou. 

Very truly yo1.1rs, 

P.obert a.. ?..eGlin<J 
Tax Coti.'l'\sc.l . 
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